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Background

 Dualistic private sector…a small proportion of large 

enterprises and a large proportion of MSMEs with limited 

linkages. 

 MSMEs account for 2/3 of all non-agricultural jobs; 20% 

of Kenya’s GDP. 

 MSME sector highly resource inefficient and cumulative 

pollution levels are significant. 

 To ensure sustainable growth in GDP, promotion of eco-

innovative consumption and production practices, 

products and businesses needed 

 Requires right conditions e.g. enabling policy framework

 Creates opportunities for widespread uptake of 

technologies and techniques for eco-innovation



Mainstreaming SCP policies for eco-

innovation study

 study seeks to synthesize and interrogate the existing 

policy and institutional framework for eco-innovation in 

Kenya 

 Looking at configuration, capacities, and deficits and 

provides proposals on potential strengthening to 

bolster eco-innovation

 Period: Jan. 2015-June 2016



Review process

 Offshoot of UNEP Regional Expert Validation and 

Training Workshop on Eco-innovation in Nairobi, 2013

 KNCPC developed a proposal and was considered 

for a study on “mainstreaming of SCP Policies for eco-

innovation in Kenya”.

 Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee established  

led by KNCPC 

 TORs and work plan developed

 A kick off meeting, early 2015

 Review of policies, legislations and bills, interviews, 

consultation workshop

 Interim draft policy mainstreaming report



Highlights of interim general findings

 Eco-innovation fairly a new concept in Kenya: no 

explicit policy promoting it

 Low demand for eco‐solutions to trigger  emergence of 

a competitive cleantech sector therefore need for 

regulatory push

 Save for the Energy Act, most policies and legislations 

not designed to foster eco-innovation

 Inadequate institutional capacity for eco-innovation 

 Incentives and performance indicators lacking

 “Regulatory and institutional innovation” needed 

 some new polices/laws 

 reconceptualisation of laws (quick wins)



Highlights of interim specific findings

(1) Constitution of Kenya, 2010 

 Entitlement to a clean & healthy environment (Bill of 

Rights, article 42)

 Cha. 5: environment & nr management

 Preventive approach & LC thinking: The State shall 

eliminate processes and activities that are likely to 
endanger the environment’

 Places “responsibility on citizens and corporates”

 Parliament to enact laws to better manage sectoral

issues

 Recognises role of.. indigenous innovations 

 Described as the “most progressive in the world”



(2) Green Economy Strategy & Implementation Plan

 Development informed by a 2012 scoping study: 
BAU & GE path

 Supports a low carbon development path through 
promoting economic resilience and resource 
efficiency, sustainable management of NR, 
development of sustainable infrastructure, and 
providing support for social inclusion. 

 Provides framework for aligning national policies 
and programs towards supporting and 
accelerating the process of greening the 
economy through SCP practices.

 Promotes knowledge sharing and effective 
partnerships and the equitable flow of financial 
resources thru devolved governance units



(3)Environmental Management & Coordination  Act (EMCA)

 Not sufficiently reflexive

 Relies on end-of-pipe stds, compliance & enforcement

 Environment police, land & environment court

 SEA, EIA, EA 

 No provision for source reduction of waste in licensing

 CP in Waste Management Regulations (no enforcement)

Policy dialogue for reconceptualisation:

 In line with the constitution & green growth strategy

 Prevention and voluntarism beyond compliance

 EPR, code of conduct, eco-certifications, incentives

 Ecological modernisation of NEMA to contextually steer  

(PP unit, facilitative enforcement style)



(4) Draft Energy Policy, 2012 and Bill
 Long-term goals to 2030 of:

i. development of indigenous energy resources

ii. promote energy efficiency and conservation

iii. EHS and  social considerations in energy sector development

iv. At least 70% electricity clean or renewable (geothermal, wind, 
biomass, solar, hydro, biofuels and waste to energy). Already 
82% in 2015

v. standards, codes of practice, R&D, local manufacture

 Differentiated RE feed in tariff policy
 Regulations for Solar Water Heating, Solar PV, Energy 

Management , Charcoal,  and Biogas; National Biomass and 
Biofuels Policy and Strategies; 

 Rural Electrification by Solar PV and wind power for social 
institutions (i.e. schools and hospitals) in rural areas

 Green Energy Fund 
 Lacks EE targets

Required reforms
Nationwide and sector specific guidelines and EE targets



(5) Water Act

 provides for the regulation, management and 

development of water resources, water and sewerage 

services and for other connected purposes

 Locked in the traditional water accounting metrics 

with no requirement for water footprinting

 Inefficient supply-side water management..high levels 

of non-revenue water (45%) by Water & Sewerage Co.

 Inefficient demand-side water management

 No efficiency targets

Required

 Reformulation to enhance water stewardship & “water 

footprinting”

 National and sector water efficiency targets



(6) National Industrialisation policy 

 Guiding principles:  increased productivity and 
competitiveness 

 Sustainable industrial development and efficient 
resource utilization

 Identifies cleaner production and environmental 
conservation and states: 

i. promote investment in local manufacture of cleantech

ii. develop a National Cleaner Production Policy

iii. mainstream Kenyan NCPC into the ministry responsible 
for industrialisation.

Reforms needed

 Legislation and guidelines to put policy into effect 
based on RECP

 Industrial symbiosis in special economic zones in 
industrial clusters



(7) Science, Techn. & Innovation Act & Strategy

 Supports innovation in general, eco‐innovation implicit

 General sustainability goals leading to innovation with an 
environmental benefit, thus eco‐innovation

 Implicitly views eco‐innovation as a cross‐sectoral aspect 
that should apply to all sectors 

 Linkages with the business system generally poor making the 
innovation system weak. 

 Demand for locally generated knowledge higher in tea, 
coffee, and horticultural sectors where research is heavily 
supported by PPPs. Eco-innovation in these sectors driven 
largely by private sector. 

 Knowledge generation on eco-innovation in the Kenyan 
intermediate organisations heavily supported by 
development partners who influence priorities of these 
organisations. 



 (8) Public Procurement and Disposal Act, 2010

 All forms of public procurement in Kenya governed by 

“successful tender shall be tender with the lowest 

evaluated price.” 

 This criterion ignores concept of sustainability(whole life 

costs including social, economic & environmental 

policy objectives) 

 Growing demand for PPP among industry players in the 

country so as to provide critical support to investments 

in innovation and complement other types of finance

Reforms

 Shift policy to sustainable public procurement



(9) Agriculture, Fisheries & Food Authority (AFFA) 

Act 
 Emphasizes on irrigation to reduce over-reliance on 

rain-fed agriculture

 Encourages environmental sustainability and 

resilience to climate change

 Encourages modernizing agricultural practices 

(energy &water footprints)

 Emphasizes post-harvest losses and value addition 

and product innovation

 Lacks eco-innovation information based instruments 

Reforms

 Water and energy footprinting of the sector

 Capacity building



(10) Climate change policy & act

 National Climate Change Response Strategy (NCCRS)

 National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP)

 Draft National Climate Change Policy and Bill

 These policy tools foster climate compatible 
development (CCD) and makes the case for 
investment in increased climate resilience and low 
carbon development opportunities 

 Renewable Energy masterplan & targets

 Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) 
articulating Kenya’s intended contribution to tackling 
climate change at COP 21

Needed

 Review of sectoral policies & laws to accord, 
guidelines, awareness & institutional capacity building



Outstanding activities

1. More consultations  with national & county 

government and non-state actors to get more views, 

increase political commitment 

2. Subject draft policy review report to a stakeholder’s 

validation workshop

3. Finalise policy review report complete with a road 

map of action 

4. Support implementation of the initial activities in the 

road map (e.g. initiate new regulatory frameworks, 

reconceptualisation of existing ones, white paper, 

etc.)
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