
  

From Investment to Impact: Social Innovation for 

Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) 

 
World Resources Forum – Davos, Switzerland – 13 October 2015, 12:30pm-14:20pm 

(Room: Sanada II) 

Introduction  

12:30 – 12:35 Introduce topics to be discussed, define social innovation and present 

speakers 

Bas de Leeuw, Managing Director – World Resources Forum 

Session I - Investing in social innovation: A range of perspectives 

12:35 – 13:15 

12:35 – 12:45 

 

 

Transforming investment into impact: mechanisms for funding 

social innovation in SCP 

Angel Versetti, Project Associate – World Resources Forum 

 

12:45 – 12:55 

 

 

Scaling up partnerships and networks for investment 

Fabienne Pierre & Andrew Schmidt - Secretariat of the 10-Year 

Framework of Programmes on SCP (10YFP) - UNEP 

 

12:55 – 13:05 

 

 

Inclusive innovation outside the box: an entrepreneur’s 

perspective 

Joshua Bicknell – Co-founder, Balloon Ventures  

 

13:05 – 13:15 

 

Seizing the innovation high-ground through investment in SCP: a 

business perspective 

Gunter Pauli – Blue Economy 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wrforum.org/profile/angel-versetti/
http://www.unep.org/10yfp/About/Whatisthe10YFP/tabid/106245/Default.aspx
http://www.unep.org/10yfp/About/Whatisthe10YFP/tabid/106245/Default.aspx
http://www.balloonventures.com/
http://www.wrforum.org/profile/gunter-pauli/


  

Session II - Panel discussion: Responding to challenges, identifying 

opportunities 

13:15 – 14:15 

 

Moderator: Bas de Leeuw, World Resources Forum 

Panelists 

Joshua Bicknell  Balloon Ventures 

Dianne Dillon-Ridgley Interface/CIEL 

Gunter Pauli Blue Economy 

Angel Versetti World Resources Forum 

Markus Zils Returnity Partners 

 

Questions for discussion 

 

What makes social innovation transformational and inclusive, and why should business care?  

The real power behind innovations are those which transform society or a sector within, shifting paradigms to 
adapt to changing realities and a changing marketplace.  Eradicating poverty is a boon for everyone; creating 
opportunities, employment, and a new class of consumers to participate in a more equitable and responsible 
sharing of resources.  

Capacity building: How can the investors and innovators speak the same language, 
harmonizing diverse objectives and incentives to move towards viable, bankable business 
plans?  

There is a language gap that exists, and a primary task moving forward is looking at how these actors talk to one 
another about social innovation and SCP.  It is not a question of pretending that the goals of these actors always 
align, but rather how focusing the discussion through the lens of SCP can find common areas where ideas can be 
made transformational, bankable, and brought to scale.  

What are the challenges of and solutions for managing the gap between seed funding and 
market viability? 

Finding initial seed funding and finding substantial venture capital to bring an innovative idea to market are two 
very different things.  Some estimates say that as many as 90% of new businesses cannot bridge this gap and end 
up shutting down because of it.  

Closing remarks / Next steps  

14:15 – 14:20 Strategy for developing a roadmap of concrete delivery activities for 

the next 2 years 

Bas de Leeuw,  World Resources Forum 

 

http://www.wrforum.org/profile/dianne-dillon-ridgley/
http://returnitypartners.com/about/

